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Welcome

Welcome to the May edition of the Newsletter which focuses on International Horticulture.

Group Development:
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Interim Chairman

Mike Hall is now the interim Chairman for the Group. Click here to find a full listing of Steering Group Members and the Advisory Committee. If your name does not appear and you would like to be part of the Advisory Committee please do let me know.

ISHS

Many of you may have heard of The International Society of Horticultural Science (ISHS). I am pleased to inform you that Horticulture Group Members will receive a 10% discount when applying for ISHS Membership or simply renewing their existing membership. Further details will be available shortly.

Roadshows

We are set to embark on a number of road shows to promote the group shortly. Our first shows will be at the following locations

5 June – Wiltshire College (Lackham) from 11.am

18 June – Duchy College (Roswarne) from 11am

More dates will follow. Please remember to look at the events page online.

Events

We have our first Horticulture Group event planned for 20 October 2008. With the help of Andy Spetch, you will have the chance to visit the British Sugar Plant based in Kings Lynn, Norfolk. During the tour you will learn about the production of topsoil and as we are visiting late October there will also be a tour of the sugar factory. Numbers are limited. If you are interested in the event or have any suggestions as to other events then please let me know.

Shows/Conferences

We will be exhibiting at the Fruit Focus Show on 23 July. If you would like to volunteer to help at the show please contact Erin (details below).

We will also be exhibiting at The Nutritional Quality of Fresh Produce Conference 18 September. Professor Geoff Dixon (Steering Group Member) will be chairing the event. The conference will present the latest work on the nutritional quality of fruits and vegetables, including possible means of optimisation and future research. The role of fresh produce in providing enhanced levels of phytochemicals and antioxidants in our diet will be reviewed. This conference will be of interest to growers and retailers and to those delegates involved in the procurement of fruits and vegetables. Those from a non-technical background will also find it a useful insight into this important subject.

Industry News

Committee Members – Pesticides Residues Committee
The Pesticides Residue Committee (PRC) plays an important role in monitoring the safety of food on sale in the UK.

It is currently looking to appoint three profession individuals to join the committee from the following backgrounds: Toxicology/Food Science, Fresh Produce Industry and Horticulture. For further information and an application pack please contact E: publicappts@defra.gsi.gov.uk or telephone +44 (0)20 7270 6166 quoting reference PAPPT 52

Closing date: noon 12 May 2008.

Millions of Seeds saved in Deep Freeze
On the remote island in the Arctic Circle, Spitsbergen (Norway), the Svalbard Global Seed vault has opened its doors to a hundred million seeds. The vault is designed to protect against global-scale disasters - human or natural - that could potentially wipe out agriculture and is a back-up to similar local seed banks all over the world (Fruit & Veg Tech Vol. 8 No. 2 2008)

Using a kit from Kew, you can start your own seed bank (proceeds to the Millennium Seed Bank Project). www.kew.org/shops/miniseedbank.html
£4 Million to use Biomass Fuel
Defra has announced a new scheme to provide a £4 million fund to support the installation of biomass-fuelled heating and combined heat and power projects, including anaerobic digesters. Applications are welcome from industrial and commercial businesses including farms and nurseries. Full details, including the guidance notes and application forms, are available on the Bio-energy Capital Grants Scheme website.
ISHS – 28th International Horticultural Conference
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First Announcement and pre-registration is now available at www.ihc2010.org. Do not miss this world conference on horticultural sciences under the aegis of the International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS). Mark your calendar for 22-27 August 2010, and pre-register to receive current information about the Congress.

Take the opportunity to attend a stimulating scientific programme and to visit Lisbon, a magical city on the Atlantic coast of Portugal. For further information please contact Erin (details above)

Get your Export Grants here

The CHA has secured UK Trade and Investment funding for at least five major international events through to April 2009.

Under the UKTI Tradeshow Access Programme (TAP), grants of between £1000 and £1800 can be claimed by many SMEs towards the cost of exhibiting at the industry’s leading international events. Grants are available for HortiFair 2008 (14 - 17 Oct 2008), Growtech Eurasia 2008 (27 - 30 Nov 2008), IPM Essen 2009 (29 Jan - 1 Feb 2009), Salon du Vegetal 2009 (18 - 20 Feb 2009) and IPM Dubai 2009 (3 - 5 March 2009). It also hopes to transfer some of the funding previously secured from the British High Commission in Nairobi for Hortec Kenya (5 - 7 Nov 2008). More details can be obtained by contacting Stuart Booker at the Commercial Horticultural Association on +44(0)24 7669 0330 or E: stuart@cha-hort.com.
International Trade Training Courses

London Chamber of Commerce in partnership with Tate Freight Forms Ltd are running a programme of one-day training courses in 2008. The courses are designed to appeal to a wide range of businesses looking to develop the skills of their staff who are directly involved in, or responsible for, managing any aspect of the international trade process.

Dates and course titles are:

· Export Documentation Essentials: 17 April (maybe worth contacting them to see if they will repeat the session, if you are interested)

· Importing Basics - Buying from Overseas:15 May

· Appointment & Management of Agents and Distributors: 4 June

· Documentary Letters of Credit and Documentary Collections: 11June.

More details and delegate fees can be obtained by contacting the CHA on E: info@cha-hort.com or T: +44(0)24 7669 0330. 

Seasonal effects on biological control agents

Low light levels, shorter days or lower temperatures could all influence the effectiveness of biological control agents. A team of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) scientists and the Greenhouse and Processing Crops Research Centre in Ontario concluded that Eretmocerus eremicus kills more whiteflies through a combination of parasitism and host feeding than Encarsia formosa under both winter and summer conditions. Therefore they recommend Eretmocerus eremicus as a year round biological control agent for greenhouse whitefly. (FlowerTECH 2008, vol. 11/no. 2).

Winners and Losers 

The UK market is tightening for Continental businesses. Up to 75% of continental growers may be forced to drop out of importing plants to the UK due to the exchange rate, increased competition and the state of the market. Netplant representative Stephen Meijer predicts that in a few years, only a quarter of Dutch grower businesses supplying the UK market will continue to trade with the UK. ‘Current delivery systems to the UK are too old-fashioned and expensive to continue selling plants as they are. Lorries are expensive and uneconomical if not running fully loaded, which is often the case’. (Hort Week, 10 and 17 April 2008).

Spring Florist Rebrands

Stoneleigh's Horticultural presence increases. The Spring Florist Event for the floriculture industry previously held in Birmingham, has been rebranded as Florist Event International and will be held at Stoneleigh Park on 18-19 January 2009 www.sfe-int.com
RHS Wisley Student wins 2008 Young Horticulturist of the Year National Final.

Patrick Wiltshire is third time lucky. After three years of trying, Patrick Wiltshire, currently studying at RHS Wisley, but originally from East Yorkshire, has won the 2008 National Final of the Young Horticulturist of the Year (YHoY) competition and hopes to use his £2000 travel bursary, sponsored by the Percy Thrower Trust, to travel in the USA to study native and cultivated plants. Patrick’s success was more assured as each of the eleven rounds went past and he cranked up his impressive score. It was only in the last rapid fire buzzer round that Ed Miles, from the Royal Botanical Garden Edinburgh, was able to eat away a little at his impressive 10 point lead. 

Patrick’s prizes, apart from his Percy Thrower Trust £2000 travel bursary, include Life Membership of The Eden Project, a Wollemi Pine, two tickets to one of any of the 2008 summer Eden Session concerts and a signed Angela Easterling print. Ed Miles received £700 from the Horticultural Development Council (he will be producing a 10,000 word report on modern methods of growing for his prize) and a signed Angela Easterling print and third placed Chris Greer, currently studying at Writtle College in Essex, won £300 (he will be producing a 5,000 word report on the commercial viability of an NCCPG collection of his choice) plus a signed Angela Easterling print. The remaining contestants each received a cheque for £100 and a signed Angela Easterling print. 

This year’s competition has seen over 1500 students from across Britain and Ireland taking part in heats and branch finals over recent months, all with the focus of getting to the National Final at The Eden Project on May 3. For the lucky eight contestants it was a hard slog to reach the final, having answered 45 questions in the heats as well as upwards of 40 questions across every aspect of Horticulture in their Branch Finals and they had to identify 24 varied items in the three Branch Final identification rounds, including eight plants, eight pieces of horticultural equipment or materials and eight specimens of pests, diseases and weeds. These eight had to face another eight rounds of directed and buzzer questions and three further identification rounds before Patrick Wiltshire carried off the coveted 1st prize of a Percy Thrower Trust £2000 Travel Bursary and a collection of other prizes sponsored by The Eden Project.

Features

The World is your Market Place 

Peter Grimbly
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With a few notable exceptions there has not been a significant export trade from the UK in horticultural produce. Amongst the suppliers to our industry there is a very different picture with many companies routinely involved in exporting and some almost entirely dependent on it. Why should there be such a contrast? Some growers have succeeded. Whetman Pinks have developed a market on the near continent for their pinks and David Austin Roses can be bought throughout the world. Both these companies illustrate a key point; they have something unique to sell, varieties that cannot be bought elsewhere. In David Austin's case this is backed by a strong brand image. However it has taken both companies time and commitment to develop these markets. 

UK produce has suddenly become over 15% cheaper in Europe with the fall in value of the pound so for those seeking to expand their markets now is an excellent time to enter the market. You do not have to have products to sell either. UK expertise through research, consultancy, training and advice is just as marketable. How to start? One of the simplest ways is by visiting or better still showing off your produce at one of the key European shows; Plantarium (Holland, July), HortiFair (Holland, October), IPM (Germany, January) and Salon du Vegetal (France, February). The Commercial Horticultural Association can advise you on the best show for your products, help you visit or exhibit and in many cases provide grants to help you on your way. See www.cha-hort.com
English fruit growers present consumers with residue-free fruit 

Malcolm Withnall
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When the industry’s leading growers exchanged information at a recent Workshop at East Malling Research, there were amazed to be informed by Steve Gardner of QTS Analytical Ltd that well over 60% of all English fruit presented for retail sale is currently totally free from detectable residues.

MRL’s (Maximum Residue Levels) set at 0.5mg/kg have been changed under EU legislation to LOD’s (Levels of Detection), currently set at 0.01mg/kg for actives without an MRL, challenging growers working to meet their customers’ requirements. Steve Gardner revealed that his ‘forensic levels of detection’ are so sophisticated that some compounds long since removed from approval can be detected if required. He stated that for growers to meet these detectable levels was remarkable.

However the work currently being done by fruit grower, Peter Checkley, Manager for Howard Chapman Ltd near East Malling, along with other fruit growers, to schedule their crop protection programmes into a new order has achieved very positive results. Using orthodox and fully approved crop protection science he has grown, stored and delivered into multiple retailers ‘zero residue fruit’, probably even ‘cleaner’ than organically grown samples. Organic fruit growers are not required to submit fruit samples for analysis as part of their delivery specification.

One of the major disappointments expressed by Peter Checkley is that at the retail counter such fruit is not differentiated by brand, nor rewarded financially for its excellence. He pleaded for this to be recognised, as he had taken a risk in developing these practices (which are being readily adopted by other growers). 

Peter’s farm is part of a global trial by leading marketing desk WorldWide Fruit Ltd involving growers in New Zealand, France and the UK to develop ‘zero residue’ supplies. Drew Reynolds from WWF indicated that 80-85% of such supplies were residue free using orthodox compounds, with growers using sophisticated techniques of Integrated Fruit Production (IFP) and new schedules for timing their use of conventional science.

With modern varieties and new orchard practices, all the evidence confirms that UK fruit growers are 100% tuned into the future needs of their customers.

Malcolm Withnall, 

Fruit Consultant

Checkers Technical Group

Switch on to the Knowledge Economy

British firms may need to be especially responsive to the new knowledge economy because the challenges are sometimes greater here than they would be in countries like the USA. One example in the report comes from a study of biotechnology firms in the US and UK. This suggests that UK firms find it more difficult to collaborate with academic scientists than their US counterparts because the cultural and institutional barriers between business and science are higher in the UK. As a result, such collaboration in the UK involves 'bridging' between the two groups, with much effort and mediation involved in bringing them together. In the USA, however, the ready movement of scientists between university and industry enables a 'bonding' process such that the divisions between the two groups almost disappear. 

Overall, the report concludes that UK firms across all sectors need to be more switched on to the implications of the new knowledge economy. This is not simply a matter of changes in their external business environment, such as Internet use or new markets to exploit. It is equally important that firms take a much closer look at realising the potential of their own knowledge-­base. If they don't continually refresh their own learning, they are unlikely to prosper in an economy where knowledge is king. 

One example in the report comes from a study of biotechnology firms in the US and UK. This suggests that UK firms find it more difficult to collaborate with academic scientists than their US counterparts because the cultural and institutional barriers between business and science are higher in the UK. As a result, such collaboration in the UK involves 'bridging' between the two groups, with much effort and mediation involved in bringing them together. In the USA, however, the ready movement of scientists between university and industry enables a 'bonding' process such that the divisions between the two groups almost disappear. 

Overall, the report concludes that UK firms across all sectors need to be more switched on to the implications of the new knowledge economy. This is not simply a matter of changes in their external business environment, such as Internet use or new markets to exploit. It is equally important that firms take a much closer look at realising the potential of their own knowledge-base. If they don't continually refresh their own learning, they are unlikely to prosper in an economy where knowledge is king.

From an article in the CBI West Midlands inBusiness, Spring 2008, and refers to a report within the Economic and Social Research Council's Evolution of Business Knowledge Programme led by Prof Harry Scarborough of Warwick Business School. www.cbi.org.uk/west midlands
The Private Standards Debate 

Henry Wainwright
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There is much debate in international horticulture about the role of private standards that are and have been adopted by mostly European retailers, that many international horticultural producers have to adopt. A private standard is a code of practice often related to Good Agricultural Practice that has to be complied with in order to often supply a client, however they are unconnected to any legal requirement. Examples include GLOBALGAP, Tesco’s Natures choice, etc. The impact this has on the suppliers around the world, large and small is seen as both positive and negative. The debate can be followed on various websites including: www.agrifoodstandards.net/

As part of the spread of private standards, EUREPGAP announced that it had changed its name to GLOBALGAP in September 2007. The reasons for the change are explained on GLOBALGAP’s website: www.globalgap.org/cms/front_content.php?idcat=9&idart=182
This name change primarily reflects the expanding international role in establishing good agricultural practices mutually agreed between multiple retailers and their suppliers. Benchmarked GLOBALGAP schemes include ChileGAP, ChinaGAP, KenyaGAP, MexicoGAP, JGAP (Japan) and most recently ThaiGAP, which are backed by national governments, retailers, producers and exporters. Many of these schemes cover horticulture and show producers and retailers are operating on an international level across national boundaries. 

· Dr Wainwright is joint Managing Director of Real IPM (www.realipm.com) and has international consultancy experience in agronomy and post harvest horticulture. Formerly Professor of Commercial Horticulture at Writtle College in the United Kingdom, he now leads the training department which has a unique range of innovative courses of importance to commercial horticulture.
International horticulture from a post-harvest point of view

Wendy Schotsmans
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From all sectors of horticulture, post-harvest is probably the most international research path. In contrast to pre-harvest horticulture which is inevitably bound to a specific site, post-harvest involves fresh food transport all over the world and we often rely on international collaboration to be able to investigate the entire post-harvest chain. Nevertheless international collaboration is more and more necessary for both areas.

Internationalisation is important to obtain funding, and is a prerequisite for many funding programmes for substantial long term research, European projects are a good example. If we don’t already have built an international network these projects are almost impossible to obtain. Additionally, through collaboration we make big steps forward in our knowledge since no two research centres in the world have exactly the same research history and educational background and can thus teach each other something. 

As a young emerging scientist this is not easy. I found that the main way to make contacts is through active conference participation. This is where the first vital introductions happen and these are easier and more memorable when you have the benefit of a well known senior scientist (a mentor) introducing you. Presenting some work only adds to the acceptance and will help your fellow researchers connect your name to a topic. 

There is one difficulty when talking about international horticulture, which those of us that have no problems with the English language tend to forget too often. A recent article discussed the unfairness of English being the common journal language, and that publishers should provide translation services for free. This will probably never happen so it is up to us to improve ourselves. With this in mind it is still surprising that many educational institutes and universities worldwide ignore this and do not offer English to science majors.

· Wendy Schotsmans is a researcher in Post-Harvest Physiology at the Centre UdL-IRTA (University of Lleida – Institute of Research and Technology in the AgriFood Chain), in Lleida, Spain.
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